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=  RELATIONSHIPS:
SPOUSE, ROMANTIC, 
FRIENDS, CAPITALISM, 
SOCIALISM, TYRANNY,
TRADE, LOOTING, …
RATIONALITY, PRIDE,
PRODUCTIVITY,    +4

5 SENSES, SCIENCE, …

ESTHETICS

POLITICS

ETHICS

EPISTEMOLOGY
METAPHYSICS THE REALITY WE LIVE IN



WHAT ARE:

PRODUCTIVITY,
TRADE,

LOOTING ?



PRODUCTIVITY
THE CREATION 

OF SOMETHING OF VALUE
HARVESTING

MANUFACTURING
TRANSPORTING

A SERVICE OR LABOR
DEVELOPING AN IDEA OR SOLUTION
**  ALL MUTUALLY-SUPPORTING  **



LOOTING
DESTRUCTION, THEFT OF A VALUE;

PREVENTING OR HALTING 
PRODUCTIVITY OR TRADE;

KILLING, ENSLAVEMENT, WAR.

**  LIFE IS THE STANDARD  **
OF VALUE.



TRADE
MOVEMENT OF A GOOD

FROM A LOCATION OF PLENTY
TO A LOCATION OF SCARCITY
**  NO TRADE, NO GAIN  **

(VS. SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON,
ROBINSON CRUSOE, MYSTERIOUS ISLAND,

GALT’S GULCH)    (HW: THINK ABOUT IT)



WORLD CENTER OF TRADE
TO 300 BC

BEYOND:  TRIBES – FIGHTING, CONQUEST



ROME AT ITS HEIGHT

GREW 
BY CONQUEST
NOT TRADE



330 AD  – CAPITAL MOVED
FROM ROME TO BYZANTIUM

CHANGE 
FROM CONQUEST
TO TRADE-BASED



ROME SPLIT IN TWO

WESTERN EMPIRE    EASTERN EMPIRE

EAST’S CAPITAL
BYZANTIUM  /
CONSTATINOPLE

GERMANNIC TRIBES



MEDITERRANEAN TRADE
AND WEST ROME

MARSEILLES

BRUGGE, BELGIUM

VENICE

GERMANNIC TRIBES

EAST ROMAN EMPIRE
=  BYZANTINE EMPIRE

CONSTANTINOPLE

END OF WEST ROMAN EMPIRE



EUROPE AFTER ROME

• 400S – GERMANNIC TRIBES CONTROLLED
NORTHERN EUROPE  (FRANCE, GERMANY)

• ROMAN ESTATES, SLAVES 
BECAME GERMANNIC DEMESNES, SERFS

• MARSEILLES – CONTINUED AS PORT
FLOW OF GOODS INTO NORTHERN EUROPE
FROM SYRIA, EGYPT, CONSTANTINOPLE

UNTIL …



MOSLEM RAMPAGE
• 571-632  MOHAMMED
• DEVASTATING CONQUEST – THE END OF TRADE

– 636  SYRIA              
– 642  EGYPT
– 644  PERSIAN EMPIRE
– 698  AFRICA
– 711  SPAIN

• 713 CONQUEST HALTED AT CONSTANTINOPLE
• 732 CONQUEST HALTED IN FRANCE

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN



THE END OF TRADE

• TRADITIONAL TRADE CENTERS    SYRIA, EGYPT
SHUT DOWN BY MOSLEM CONQUESTS

• MEDITERRANEAN SEA  – BY THE  700S

– “ROMAN LAKE” BECAME “MOSLEM LAKE”
– MEDITERRANEAN TRADE STOPPED

• TRADE THROUGH MARSEILLE STOPPED
• NORTHERN FRANCE ISOLATED – NO TRADE



EUROPE  POST-MOSLEM
• DEMESNES (MANORS), SERFS

–NO “COUNTRY” (“KINGS” NOT VIABLE)
–COLLECTED TAXES, PROVIDED DEFENSE

• FREEMEN - FOR DEFENCE -> DEMESNE SERFS
• “CITIES” = FORTS W/ KNIGHTS, BISHOPRICS 

– SERFS, LOCAL MARKETS ONLY; NO MERCHANTS
• FOOD, GOODS PRODUCED FOR USE, NOT TRADE

– **  NO TRADE, NO GAIN  **            (SEE           )
– EXCEPTIONS:  VENICE, BRUGES



STAGNATION SLOWLY ENDS
• VENICE, ITALY

–TRADE WITH CONSTANTINOPLE
–TRADE WITH MOSLEM SYRIA, EGYPT
–MERCHANT CARAVANS INTO EUROPE

• BRUGES, BELGIUM
–CLOTH PRODUCTION

• BRUGES & NETHERLANDS
–TRADE WITH ENGLAND, SCANDINAVIA



• FIRST CITIES – ITALY, NETHERLANDS
• 900S-1100S – FRANCE-GERMANY

AFTER 250 YEARS OF STAGNATION
– CITIES CONTAIN GROWING GROUPS 

OF MERCHANTS = INCREASING TRADE

BY 1500  – EUROPE IS THE CENTER
OF THE WORLD

TRADE, PRODUCTION, RENAISSANCE; 
EXPLORATION IN SEARCH OF MORE TRADE

WITH TRADE:  GROWTH!



COLONIZATION OF 
THE AMERICAS

• FRENCH
• ENGLISH TRADE
• SPANISH CONQUEST
• PORTUGESE

FOUR DIFFERENT
ORIENTATIONS, 

PURPOSES,
RESULTS



EUROPE –
THE CENTER OF THE WORLD
• IT ALL BEGAN WITH  …  TRADE
• POLITICAL IMPROVEMENT REQD FOR TRADE
• EXPLORATION –> ANNEXING OF AMERICAS
• SCIENCE – RESEARCH = RATIONAL THINKING
• INDIVIDUAL VALUE –> THOUGHT VS. MUSCLE
• INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION – PRODUCTION
• THE END OF SLAVERY !
IN SUM:  WEALTH (VS. GOLD, LOOTING)



EUROPE ANNEXES THE WORLD
• SINCE THE 1980S – IN EAST EUROPE, ASIA

GROWTH OF FREE MARKETS (TRADE) AND 
REPRESENTATIVE GOVTS:  29% TO 46%

• INDIA’S TURN TO FREE MARKETS
**  TRADE WORKS  **                   (SEE                 )

• CHINA – GREW VIA INCREASED TRADE; 
NOW RESTRICTIONS ARE HURTING
PRODUCTIVITY, TRADE

• CHINA, RUSSIA – OLD CONQUEST MENTALITY
– DESTRUCTIVE; ANTI-TRADE



TRADE IS HUMANITY’S 
ULTIMATE MEASURE.

• TRADE IS CONSTRUCTIVE
• TRADE PROMOTES

– PRODUCTIVITY   (ETHICS)
– RELATIONSHIPS  (POLITICS)
– GROWTH, PROGRESS, FREEDOM,

IMPROVING LIVING CONDITIONS
• DRIVE HUMANITY FORWARD, OR BACK?

– CONQUEST: DESTRUCTIVE DRIVING FORCE
– TRADE:      CONSTRUCTIVE DRIVING FORCE



ONCE EARTH IS UNIVERSALLY 
TRADE-ORIENTED, WHAT THEN?

TRADE-ORIENTED EXPLORATION
IS BENEFICIAL;

ITS DYNAMIC NATURE
MATCHES THE HUMAN SPIRIT.



SPACE – THE FINAL FRONTIER
THE MOON
• IMPORTANT STEP FOR GROWTH
• BUT ITS TRADE WILL ALWAYS HAVE 

AN EARTH-FOCUSED ORIENTATION
• NOT A STEP OUTWARD-BOUND



THESE ARE THE VOYAGES …
MARS
• COLONIZATION FOCUS WILL BE ON 

SELF-SUPPORTING, INDEPENDENCE
• BUT TRADE?  DOING WHAT?
• ONE-THIRD GRAVITY VS. EARTH
• EXPLORATION – IN SEARCH OF …

ASTEROIDS TO MINE –> WEALTH !
**  TRADE!  PRODUCTIVITY!  **

“TO BOLDLY GO …”
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