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 INCLUDES BACKGROUND AND WIDER CONTEXT

 INFORMATION-RICH

 YELLOW-HIGHLIGHTED SECTIONS - COVERED TODAY



COLONIES WERE ESTABLISHED BY:
COURLAND (LATVIA)

DENMARK
ENGLAND / BRITAIN

FRANCE
KNIGHTS OF MALTA

NETHERLANDS
NORWAY

PORTUGAL
RUSSIA

SCOTLAND
SPAIN

SWEDEN

FAILED ATTEMPTS
GERMANY

ITALY

THE AMERICAS WERE DISCOVERED IN 1492
ALL SIMILAR EXCEPT ENGLISH ATLANTIC COLONIES

~ 1750



CONTRAST – POLITICAL POWER

MAINLAND EUROPE
STRICT

TOP-DOWN HEIRARCHY
CATHOLIC POPE

KINGS – “DIVINE RIGHT”
NOBLES

SERFS VASSALS PEASANTS

ENFORCED WITH ARMIES

NO RIGHTS

ENGLAND
1215

NOBLES VS. KING JOHN
NOBLES DID NOT SIMPLY 
KILL AND REPLACE KING

INSTEAD, FORCED HIM TO 
SIGN MAGNA CARTA

ACKNOWLEDGING
THEIR RIGHTS

REJECTED BY POPE



CATHOLIC POPE'S CONTROL ERODES

1492 – SPAIN 
(COLUMBUS)

DISCOVERS AMERICAS
1517 – MARTIN LUTHER’S

NINETY-FIVE THESES
– GERMANY

1530 – JOHN CALVIN’S
WRITINGS
– SWITZERLAND

END OF PAPAL CONTROL
AND PAPAL AUTHORITY

1533 – ENGLAND’S KING
HENRY VIII SOUGHT DIVORCE
TO GET MALE HEIR;
EXCOMMUNICATED BY POPE
DID NOT RECANT

1534 – KING BECAME HEAD OF
CHURCH OF ENGLAND

END OF PAPAL CONTROL
AND OF PAPAL AUTHORITY



COLONIZATION OF AMERICAS
COLONIES INSTIGATED BY KINGS

SPAIN – FROM 1494
CONQUEST OF INDIANS
CONVERT TO CHRISTIANITY
MINES RUN BY NOBLES
FEW SPANISH WOMEN
INTERMARRIAGE RESULTED

PORTUGAL – FROM 1532
ECONOMIC GROWTH

FRANCE – FROM 1607
FEUDAL PEASANTRY (FEW 
FRENCH WOMEN) OR
LIVE (FREE) WITH INDIANS
INTERMARRIAGE RESULTED

ENGLAND
1607 – JAMESTOWN
ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR COMPANY 
(NOT GOVT); LANDED ARISTOCRACY;
FOUGHT INDIANS – POWHATAN 
SOUGHT TO MAKE THEM HIS VASSALS
MASSACHUSETTS
1621 – PILGRIMS  AND
1630 – PURITANS 
RELIGIOUS FOCUS; BENIGN RE INDIANS;
FAMILIES; WELL EDUCATED;
EQUAL WEALTH; NO NOBLES; 

POPULATION 60,000 BY 1660



ENGLAND’S KING JAMES II
– AND:    

KING JAMES II – r.1685-1688
INSPIRED BY ABSOLUTIST 
MONARCHY OF FRANCE’S 
LOUIS XIV (r.1643-1715)
SOUGHT TO MERGE 13 COLONIES, 
DISSOLVE REPRESENTATIVE 
ASSEMBLIES, IMPOSE CRIPPLING 
TAXES, PLACE MILITARY 
COMMANDERS IN CONTROL
1688 – REBELLION IN ENGLAND
“KING RULES AT PARLIAMENT’S 
PLEASURE”  – OVERTHROWN IN
“GLORIOUS REVOLUTION”

AMERICAN RESPONSES
SEPARATE, UNCOORDINATED 
RESPONSES OF COLONIES IN 1686 
AGAINST KING JAMES II
MASSACHUSETTS, LONG ISLAND, 
NEW YORK CITY, VIRGINIA, 
MARYLAND
ARRESTED ROYAL GOVERNORS,
SEIZED FORTS, NAVAL SHIPS

CHARLESTON, PHILADELPHIA
POPULATIONS IN HUNDREDS

PEOPLE WOULD REMEMBER



THE QUIET YEARS – 1688 TO 1750
1707 – ENGLAND AND

SCOTLAND UNITE
NOW CALLED GREAT BRITAIN
ACTS OF PARLIAMENT:
1710 – POST OFFICE ACT
1731 – HAT ACT
1733 – MOLASSES ACT

NEVER EFFECTIVELY
COLLECTED DUE TO
COLONIAL EVASION

1749 – IRON ACT

DISLIKED IN COLONIES,
BUT NOT CAUSE FOR REBELLION

PHILOSOPHER JOHN LOCKE b.1632 -
d.1704
1669 – FUNDAMENTAL 
CONSTITUTION OF CAROLINA
1689 – WROTE:
*  ESSAY CONCERNING

HUMAN UNDERSTANDING
*  LETTER CONCERNING 

TOLERATION
*  TWO TREATISES

OF GOVERNMENT

VS. EVOLUTION FROM THE PAST



KING CHARLES I (r.1625-1649)
“DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS”

EXECUTED FOR HIGH TREASON
PARLIAMENT:  “KING RULES AT 

PLEASURE OF PARLIAMENT”
BRITAIN HAD BEEN THROUGH 
THE “REPUBLICAN” YEARS OF 

THE CROMWELL DICTATORSHIP 
(1649-1660)

ANTIPATHY TO MORE CHANGES
PARLIAMENT HELD THE POWER

LOCKE AND HIS WRITING 
WERE KNOWN TO THE 

COLONISTS – HE WROTE THE 
CAROLINA CONSTITUTION
SAMUEL ADAMS, b.1722

MASTERS THESIS 1743
PRO- COLONIAL RIGHTS;
1748 ESSAYS DREW ON 
SECOND TREATISE OF 

GOVERNMENT
JOHN ADAMS, b.1735

THOMAS PAINE, b.1737
THOMAS JEFFERSON, b.1743



DISTURBANCES FESTER AND BUILD
– THEORY AND ACTION CONVERGE  –

1750 – REV. JONATHAN MAYHEW
SERMON – “A DISCOURSE 
CONCERNING UNLIMITED 
SUBMISSION AND NONRESISTANCEY 
TO THE HIGHER POWERS”

1756-1763 – THE SEVEN YEARS WAR 
aka THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR
>  FRANCE LOST QUEBEC TO BRITAIN



PARLIAMENT’S POST-WAR ACTIONS
– POST-1763 AMERICAN COLONIES –
OVER 1,000,000 BRITISH 

SUBJECTS LIVING IN AMERICAN 
COLONIES

PARLIAMENT:
• AMERICAN COLONIES 

TO HELP PAY WAR DEBTS
• 10,000 BRITISH TROOPS TO 

BE STATIONED IN COLONIES
• COLONIES TO HELP PAY THAT 

EXPENSE

COLONISTS DISAPPROVED OF 
PARLIAMENT’S ACTS BUT 

THEY WERE NOT
CONSIDERED AS ENOUGH TO 

PROVOKE REBELLION.

HOWEVER, THE FACT THAT 
THE QUESTION WAS RAISED 

REVEALS A NASCENT, 
EMBRYONIC REALIZATION



BUT THEN, PARLIAMENT DID WHAT ?
1764 – THE SUGAR ACT
REQUIRED DETAILED SHIP MANIFEST 
RECORDS
ENFORCED IN ADMIRALTY COURTS, 
NOT CIVIL JURY COURTS

1765 – THE STAMP ACT
DIRECT TAX ON THE COLONIES; 
REQUIRED MANY PRINTED 
MATERIALS IN THE COLONIES TO BE 
PRODUCED ON STAMPED PAPER 
FROM LONDON
LEGAL DOCUMENTS, MAGAZINES, 
PLAYING CARDS, NEWSPAPERS, ETC., 
AFFECTING ALL ECONOMIC LIFE.

THE COLONISTS OPPOSED 
THE AUTHORITY OF 

PARLIAMENT TO TAX 
THE COLONIES AT ALL.  

FOR ALMOST 140 YEARS, 
THE COLONISTS HAD TAXED 

THEMSELVES IN THEIR 
LOCAL ASSEMBLIES.

THESE TWO ACTS SET THE 
STAGE … THEY WERE THE 

IMPETUS FOR THE 
FORMATION OF AMERICA’S 
INCREASING DISTRUST OF 

GOVERNMENT POWER AND 
REVOLUTIONARY MINDSET.



PARLIAMENT KEPT GOING …

THE TOWNSHEND ACTS
REVENUE ACT 1767
COMMISSIONERS OF

CUSTOMS ACT 1767
INDEMNITY ACT 1767
NEW YORK RESTRAINING

ACT 1767
VICE ADMIRALTY COURT

ACT 1768

1768 – “MASSACHUSETTS 
CIRCULAR LETTER” BY 
SAMUEL ADAMS PROMPTED 
THE OCCUPATION OF BOSTON 
BY BRITISH SOLDIERS
WHICH LED TO PROTESTS 
THAT BECAME VIOLENT FOR 
THE FIRST TIME ON 5 MARCH 
1770:  
THE BOSTON MASSACRE
BRITISH SOLDIERS FIRED ON 
BOSTONIANS, KILLING 3 AND 
WOUNDING 7.



EVENTS CASCADE FASTER AND FASTER
10 MAY 1773 – THE TEA ACT
16 DECEMBER 1773 – THE BOSTON TEA PARTY
1774 – INTOLERABLE ACTS / COERCIVE ACTS

BY PARLIAMENT
5 SEPTEMBER – 26 OCTOBER 1774

FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS
– SENT ENTREATIES TO THE KING

TO OVERTURN THE COERCIVE ACTS:  IGNORED
19 APRIL 1775 AT LEXINGTON AND CONCORD

– FIRST BATTLES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 



AMERICA TAKES ITS FIRST STEPS
19 APRIL 1775 AT LEXINGTON AND CONCORD

– FIRST BATTLES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
10 MAY 1775 – SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS BEGUN

TOOK CHARGE OF WAR EFFORT
APPOINTED GEORGE WASHINGTON ARMY COMMANDER
NO AUTHORITY TO TAX
REQUESTED TROOPS, MONEY, SUPPLIES FROM STATES

2 JULY 1776 – APPROVED RESOLUTION FOR INDEPENDENCE
4 JULY 1776 – DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

REMAINED THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT UNTIL 
17 SEPTEMBER 1788 – ADOPTION OF U.S. CONSTITUTION



ITS UNIQUE HISTORY SINCE 1215:  THE 
THINKING THAT LED TO CONSTRUCTIVE

ACTIONS, IN CONTRAST TO THE HISTORICAL 
NORM OF DESTRUCTIVE VIOLENCE. 

SIX CENTURIES OF POLITICAL IDEAS, 
NECESSARILY 

, PRODUCED A DISTINCT 
STRUCTURE, WITH EACH STAIR-STEP A 

REQUIRED PREREQUISITE AND FOUNDATION 
FOR WHAT FOLLOWED.
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